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Editors page
Welcome to issue 3 of One foot in the Gammon, the newsletter for the discerning BG player...or do I
mean desperate? So what do we have lined up in issue 3.......
First and foremost I would like to congratulate "England's greatest player" Peter Bennet on his fabulous
win at Scope at the RAC in Pall Mall March 19th. Even after hearing a blow by blow account of each
round 17 times or more, I could still listen to it again and again. (Note to self, don't forget to return book
"How to make friends and influence people" back to the library). Read more about Scope on page 12.
We also have two welcome additions to our Ealing committee, Len Brown and Valerie Hayes. Len was
last month's Profile player and one of the nicest people you could wish to meet, as is Val who is a
relative newcomer to competitive BG and will offer us her invaluable insight into the world of the
newbie player. Make sure you read her piece on pages 4-5.
We have two huge Backgammon tournaments coming up. The London Open, which this year will be run
by Simon Morecroft after Sean Williams’ early, and richly deserved retirement (from running BG
tournaments that is!) and The Blackpool Imperial Cup, brilliantly organised as always by John Wright (is
my cheque in the post John?). If you are going to either of these events then make sure you offer them
both plenty of support…oh and beer.
On the Ealing home front we have details of the Hanwell Carnival, where Backgammon in Ealing will
again be hosting a stall, plus information on Ross Knipe's new App, Eric Maillebiau's "Ladder" and Peter
Bennet's "Diary of Events".
On a totally different topic, our weekly BG venue, Ealing Cons Bowls club has their annual Open day on
the 6th May. Please come along either to try your hand at bowls, or just to enjoy the afternoon sitting
out in the sunshine with food and a cold beer whilst watching.
On a sadder note, I shall soon be saying goodbye to my right knee. It will be a sad and sorry day as I have
had my knee since I was a small child and have grown very fond of it.
It has served me so well over the years, scoring a fluke goal in the Amateur Football league cup semi
final of 1978 at Plough Lane, disarming a skinhead (via his crotch area) who was about to put a chair
over my head in The Portman Arms on Edgeware Road in 1982 and, most importantly, preventing me
from getting down on one knee to any of my ex's from 1977 to the present day.
I have met the surgeon who is carrying out the operation and he is about 96 years old and doesn't seem
to know his arse from his elbow. In fact I wouldn't be surprised if he was the same surgeon who
operated on Mother Brown's knees, and look where they ended up! So if any of you notice me walking
slightly bow legged in the next few weeks, just don't ask!
Darren Woodcock
One Foot in the Gammon
Darren Woodcock
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Player Profile: ERIC MAILLEBIAU
Where do you live? In Ealing, where else!
How would you describe yourself? As a doer. Not to mention the accent,
obviously.
Greatest achievement in BG? Winning a 50-player tournament last year in
Paris – it was just a perfect Summer day when the dice kept falling my way...
Which phrase do you most overuse in Backgammon? "Aaaaargh…”
Unfortunately we were unable to
locate a photo of Eric, so instead
here is one of a typical Frenchman.

What's your biggest strength? In BG? Probably being aware of most of my
shortcomings, and willing to work on them. In life, my family.

What's your biggest weakness? I’ve played for years at a very amateurish level, learning from scratch with
friends who were not much better than me and without getting any structure to my game. I’ve developed some
pretty bad habits in the process and I now feel that whenever I let my guard down or I am pushed outside of my
comfort zone, those habits come back and spoil my game.
Biggest laughs in backgammon? Late night chouettes with friends who leave the mind games and the macho
postures at the door. We played a few last year in Cyprus with Len and Emad where we also had Stephen Carder,
Alex Polden and one of the top players, Seb Wilkinson, who didn’t mind mingling with the lower ranks just for fun.
Truly BG at its best, even if not the wisest for the matches played the next day as the drinks kept coming for
free...
Why do you play backgammon? I’ve always been competitive but, at my age, stepping onto a rugby pitch has
become a bit of a scare. I find that BG is the closest thing to a great fight without having to walk into the office the
next day full of scars and bruises. At least, without any visible ones... And even if I must admit that I am the first
one to moan about the dice occasionally, I really like that, thanks to its randomness, the game forces us to adapt
to whatever comes our way – without meaning to put too much into it, in that way it resembles life much more
than chess for example. Also, I’ve made a lot of great friends in our local BG scene, and I just like hanging out with
a bunch of nerds, like me.
What have you learned in BG? First and foremost, humility! It so often feels like I will never manage to master all
the subtleties of the game… Bearing that in mind, I find it laughable whenever someone makes a sweeping
statement about a cube decision or a checker move, without accepting a bet at odds that reflect the strength of
their statement. Also, that most of us are much more risk averse than we should be, rationally (widespread
“natural” tendency to cube way too late, etc.), and that we are clearly prone to wishful thinking (I reckon that,
whenever we genuinely misread the dice or misplay our checkers, it will be in our favour at least 90% of the time).
What do you do outside BG? Run my independent business and give as good a shot as I can at being a decent
husband and father. And teaching BG at my kids’ school on Friday afternoons.
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Club Initiation by Valerie Hayes
"Backgammon is a game that combines chance and skill, and everyone who comes across it asks “how
much is luck, and how much skill?”. The answer of course is “it depends”. Consider that for two exactly
equally skilled players, the result appears to be 100% luck and the best forecast for a result is a coin
flip. For a complete mismatch - a master playing a beginner - the master will win about 75% of one
point matches, and nearly 100% of matches to 11 or more, the longer the match, the more chance for
skill to emerge as dominant."
So imagine for one moment a beginner joining a club full of masters. A new face in a member's club of
professional acquaintances. That feeling of first day at school/work, imagine the courage that beginner
would need to take that first step. The chance of winning a match is certainly doubtful, and the joy of a
game they play at home for fun suddenly becomes a sweaty challenge, of tension, and raised heart
rate. Then add to that the plight of a beginner without the knowledge of tournament etiquette. It's
enough to send that beginner running from the room with cartoon motion lines trailing behind them
and a comical sound effect to accent the speed.

When I was about six I opened up a briefcase, I knew I wasn't meant to, but I'd seen it there leaning on
the shelf, for what seemed like a lifetime, gathering dust, I just needed to know what was in it. I slid it
off the shelf, its weight surprised me, it dropped to the ground, my heart stopping. I didn't want to get
into trouble for touching it, and I didn't want to break it before I found what was in it.
Its golden spring clips popped so easily and as I opened it up my heart stopped again, as all the pieces it
contained tumbled out from their slots into the fold of the case. Fully opened now, the red and black
points stared up at me eagerly hoping to be played again, I could feel the genie like a puff of air in my
nostrils and heard the magical whisper 'You gonna love this game' I looked down into it and scratched
my head in wonder.
The pieces of two different colours were cool in my small hand, smooth and solid. Then I saw the dice
and the big one with the numbers, 'it's a game!' I sat in front of it placing the red pieces on the red
points and the black pieces on the black points and shook the dice in their cup, and wished I knew how
to play. My mum came into the room, she said I'd been quiet for too long, and realised I'd be up to no
good, she packed up the case, I watched her place the pieces in their felt home before shutting it up
and placing it back on its shelf, and blowing off the dust in one elegant move. She took my hand and led
me out the room. I didn't have the time nor the foresight to ask the genie to grant my wish - to make
Backgammon an innate talent, oh how I wish. It wasn't until I was nine or ten that I saw the case again,
but this time my friend opened it, placed in on the sofa between us and announced she was going to
teach me how to play "Backgammon".
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I watched as she set up the pieces, placing them in their correct positions. We played every day that
summer. She wasn't very patient so I had to learn fast, and she would call me stupid if I counted the
number on the dice on each point. Playing helped me with my numbers and helped me with my
strategising, but I lost all the time, I must have been doing something wrong.
Over the years I'd play with anyone who'd play with me, and more often than not my opponent
would bring to the game their own rules, making it harder to learn the game of the masters. I loved
the game so much, I couldn't afford a set, so I made my own board, spent a whole summer painting
the clay pieces with delicate detail. But this game has always remained illusive and the board an
ornament in my living room. The genie had planted its magic in my heart, but like most things I had
never spent enough time to master this beautiful game.

Finding Ealing Backgammon club at Hanwell Carnival last year, was a little godsend, I'd just arrived
back in Ealing after 20 years absence, a chance to reacquaint myself with the community, make
friends and revisit my love of the game, I signed up. It took a lot of courage that first summer
evening, to walk into the bowls club, but was met by smiling faces and encouragement from the
committee members. It was exciting to find a room filled with enthusiasm and real love for the
game.
I was scared beyond my expectation, a true beginner amidst the standard of the others playing. I
held my own, but had never played the regular tournament format, let alone a round of challenge
or Chouette. An experience I will never forget - the doubling cube was something I'd never touched,
the shaking of the dice in a cup something I'd put aside, preferring the feel of the dice in my hands,
Crawford? What the hell is that? All the rules of etiquette learned the hard way from great
teachers, all happy to help, and all happy to play the rookie in the 1st round. For the rookie, a
daunting prospect on an intimidating scale. I continue to come and try to apply my learned
techniques, I feel the change in my game. Now that I've learned to play the masters way, I look
forward for the day I make it through to the 2nd round, then I'll know the success of my initiation.

Editor: A brilliant piece from Val which gives us a clear insight into the trials and tribulations of a
new player. The last paragraph in particular was of real interest to me as one of the BGIE
committee members. It shows that however well meaning we try to be as a club, there is always
room for improvement and we should continually strive to hear the voice of the new players,
especially if we want to grow the game. I am really pleased to announce that Val has recently
accepted a place on our committee and will be able to bring her unique talents to our meetings!
Thank you Val.
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An interview with Ross Knipe,
developer of BG Buddy
We spared no expense and sent our roving reporter Ben Owen to track down Ross in Vietnam. Ben
found him lying in a hammock on the beach!
Hi Ross, you are the developer of BG Buddy but before you tell us about that, tell us about your
backgammon history?
I learned the basics of backgammon 30 years ago but really got hooked about 5 years ago when I
found the Fibs Backgammon site. I then stumbled upon the great interviews and match commentaries
for the Backgammon London Open and a few clicks later I found a club on my doorstep, Camden Lock,
just before it moved to the Hippodrome. I’ve been playing live for 3 years according to the UKBGF
ratings page.

Yan Kit Chan uses your iOS backgammon app BG Buddy to play unaided although he is totally blind.
Was BG Buddy designed specifically for him?
BG Buddy was initially only going to be a score keeper. I thought it would be nice to see people's
names beside the boards to help newbies like me get to know everyone more quickly - especially the
big guns who were playing for higher stakes who I'd unlikely get to play. But it took on a life of its own
with the clock, position photos and statistics soon being added. Chris Purchase then mentioned that
digital dice could solve a lot of premature-rolling/inadequate shaking/bafflebox issues and “hang on a
minute, you rolled 52, not 62” types of argument. Chris had previously made some ‘feel different’
checkers for Yan and the idea sprang to mind that if I could build a speaking app that allowed Yan to
play unaided then it would solve all the other problems mentioned by Chris too. I worked closely with
Yan in development as he fearlessly used it in tournaments even while there were bugs. Now it's
released, I’m incredibly proud to see Yan playing against some of the best players in the world using
BG Buddy.

Yan Kit Chan playing
Michihito Kageyama
with BG Buddy at the
Bristol Open
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Will you be adding any new features?
Since releasing BG Buddy I’ve added auto-roll and a settlement option for money games as requested by
users and there will soon be improvements like bigger dice and different dice colour options, but my
features to-do list is pretty much completed. Oh, I'm also adding code that proves that the dice have not
been tampered with in anyway.
You say BG Buddy is good for streaming, why is that?
Before I added the dice, BG Buddy was used at the Backgammon London Open for streamed matches
using the clock and you could clearly see the player names, scores and clock times. Now the dice and
cube are clearly visible in the stream too. Matches take 10-15% less time to complete as there’s no
shaking/rolling or cocked dice. Also, with better dice visibility and the continued display of the previous
roll there are fewer illegal plays which makes the transcriber's life easier.

Editors Note: Ben, please see me in my office as your trip expenses have just hit my desk. I don't mind
the 5* hotel or the flight upgrade but your bar bill is astronomical, and what is a luxury massage with
extras???

If you would like to purchase BG Buddy please copy & paste the link below

https://itunes.apple.com/app/applestore/id972446985?pt=109400807&ct=OneFootInTheGammons&mt=8
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Diary of Events
DATE

EVENT

VENUE

APRIL
7-9
10
13-17
21-23
29-30

BIBA British Open
Hippodrome monthly
29th Nordic Open
West Yorkshire Open
St Albans Open

St John's Hotel, Solihull
Hippodrome Casino, Leicester Square, London
Radisson Blu Scandinavia, Copenhagen
Clayton Village Hall, Bradford
Greenwood Park Community Centre, St Albans

MAY
1
13
15
26-28

Ealing 'Mayday' Tournament
Birmingham Open
Hippodrome monthly
London Open

The Grange, Ealing Common
Moseley All Services Club, Birmingham
Hippodrome Casino, Leicester Square, London
Henrietta Barnett School, Hampstead

JUNE
9-11
12
24-25

Blackpool Imperial Cup
Hippodrome monthly
BMAB Ranking Tournament

Imperial Hotel Blackpool
Hippodrome Casino, Leicester Square, London
Best Western Hotel, Long Eaton

JULY
7-9
10
15-16

BIBA English Open
Hippodrome monthly
22nd Liverpool Open

Wokefield Park, Reading
Hippodrome Casino, Leicester Square, London
Leo Casino, Liverpool

AUGUST
12

UKBGF Clubs Championship

The Priory Centre, St Neots, Cambs.

For weekly or monthly club events see:
UKBGF Clubs page
London Players' League calendar
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The 2017 London Open Backgammon
Tournament
Simon Morecroft writes:
With less than two months to go, I’m really starting to look forward to the London Open. When
Sean Williams, who’s done so much over the last few years to take the London Open onwards,
stepped down from running it, I decided to take it on as I passionately believe that London deserves
its own Open Tournament. In Henrietta Barnett School (London NW11 7BN) I’m convinced we have
a great venue and the opportunity to make the London Open better than ever.

We have the use of one large playing room which can accommodate both flights, and we also have
use of a café from which it will be possible to purchase hot and cold food, snacks, and drinks. Our
man on the spot, Danny Cohen, has put together a great menu to suit all tastes, and as a local, he
can also help with his knowledge of hotels, transport and other amenities. I’ll be assisted in the
tournament by Julia Hayward, and I’ve been lucky enough to have a friend who is an Excel
professional put together the spreadsheet to end all spreadsheets to run the Swiss for me!
The tournament runs from the evening of Friday 26th May until the evening of Sunday 28th May.
Friday evening there will be a Warm Up tournament and a Super Jackpot, with mini jackpots for
those knocked out early. On the morning of Saturday 27th May, we start the main event; players in
both flights (Masters and Intermediates) will play 5 x 7 point matches in a Swiss Qualifier to
determine who plays in the Last 16 Knockout (11 point matches) on Sunday 28 th. On the evening of
the Saturday, the Warm Up and Super Jackpot will conclude, and there will be a Clock Consultation
Doubles and other jackpots too.

One Foot in the Gammon
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For those who don’t make it into the Last 16, on Sunday there will be the usual Consolation and Last
Chance Knockouts, and throughout the weekend there will be a One-Point Shoot Out, and 8-player
Speedgammon qualifiers for the Speedgammon Finals on the Sunday. There will also be a Quiz on
the Sunday morning, and the opportunity to participate in a qualifier for the Blackpool Imperial Cup
two weeks later. So there’ll be plenty of backgammon for everyone!
The tournament is a part of the UKBGF tour, so not only are all matches rated, but they count
towards the Tour Rankings. I’m also extremely grateful to our sponsors, Geoffrey Parker Boards, who
are supplying prizes for both Masters and Intermediates. I’m also hoping shortly to announce two
additional sponsors, which will make the event even more enticing.

Registrations have now passed the 75 mark, so I recommend you purchase your Tournament Pass
sooner rather than later! https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-open-backgammon-tournament2017-tickets-29972677084

All this and much more information is available on the London Open website,
http://londonopenbg.weebly.com/, we also have a Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/londonopenbg/.

I very much hope to see you at Henrietta Barnett School at the end of May.
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The Imperial Cup, Imperial hotel
Blackpool 9th-11th June 2017

A very popular event, The Imperial Cup has expanded over the years and is now well established
on the Backgammon circuit It is a charity event and the organisers take no payment for their
efforts, preferring instead to put all equity toward a charity fund, this year's being the Alzheimer's
Society.
This year's tournament weekend is starting at 2pm on Friday with many side events available,
although the main event still begins on the Saturday. We would like to thank our three sponsors
(see website below) whose boards will be used for prizes in side events. Saturday evening will
consist of a poker event, Saturday night Triples (get your team of 3 organised now) and jackpots.
Finally we will be having our traditional curry on Sunday night to celebrate and commiserate with
the winners and losers!

Registration £20 residents £30 non-residents (free for under 18's)
Entry fee

£50 ( free for under 18's)

To book your place email Blackpool.Imperial.Cup@gmail.com

Hotel Special Room Rate:
£46 Fri/Sat, £36 Thu/Sun. Prices are per person and include breakfast. (Single supplement
applies). Evening dinner £18 for residents.
Quote 'Backgammon Event' on 01253 623971 – choose option 0 and ask for Portia
www.blackpoolimperialcup.weebly.com
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SCOPE CHARITY BACKGAMMON
RAC PALL MALL, SUNDAY 19TH MARCH
Going back a few years there were a handful of charity fundraising backgammon events,
often twinned with bridge or poker, including the One-to One Children’s Fund championed by
Omar Sharif; the children’s disability charity Norwood; the Magic of Persia; and Scope which
specialises in supporting people with cerebral palsy. All except Scope have now disappeared.
The 18th Scope Annual Backgammon & Bridge Tournament at the RAC on 19 th March was a
huge success, raising a total of £28,000 for Scope....an increase of about £7,000 on last year.
In addition to £10,000 donated by a generous event sponsor (which covers all the event
costs), the funds raised include backgammon and bridge player entry fees. There is also a live
auction of donated prizes including a luxury Algarve villa holiday and the chance to be
Mochy’s doubles partner, a silent auction of more donated prizes, and an instant prize draw.
While players were still sitting at their brunch tables Celebrity auctioneer Christopher Biggins
did a great job in the live auction and Sean Williams persuaded backgammon players to dig
deep for the Masters player auction, in which 30% of the proceeds went to Scope.
There were two separate backgammon competitions: Masters and Championship, the latter
being for intermediate or social players. The Masters draw was full at 32 (although one preregistered player couldn't make it) but the Championship had a slightly lower entry this year
at 37. Bridge more than made up the shortfall with 52 players.
Male players didn't get much of a look-in at the sharp end of the Backgammon Championship
Flight - in the Main final Donna Sherred beat Kim Kotila all the way from Minnesota, while
Patti Razey prevailed over Steve Carder in the Consolation final. Donna’s prize is a superb
Geoffrey Parker board made in her chosen colours….again! (Donna won the same event last
year!) All matches in the Championship – both Main and Consolation – were five pointers.
Meanwhile it was a long day in the Masters flight, with seven point matches in the Main,
rising to 9 in the semis and 11 in the final. In the Consolation, Simon Barget beat Jeremy
Coller in the final but it was gone 10pm before the Main final was completed. Eventually
Peter Bennet overcame two-time Scope winner Eric McAlpine, denying him a hatrick! Jean
Stuart kept an eye on the finalists (see photo) to ensure that they remained on best
behaviour in the sumptuous surroundings of the RAC Committee Room, and when the dust
had settled RAC Backgammon Supremo and Scope Tournament organising committee chair
Ian Stuart presented the prizes.
The Masters final was played on a magnificent board supplied by the generous event sponsor
Geoffrey Parker Games Ltd. Peter also wins his own hand crafted board from the same
workshops, made in the colours of his choice.
Don’t miss your chance to win a beautiful bespoke backgammon board in next year’s Scope
event. Hopefully the amazing magician will return in 2018. How did he get that four of
spades to turn up again and again…..?!
One Foot in the Gammon
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The calm before the
storm?

Let's get this
party started!

The boys are back in
town!

Englands
Greatest
Player
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HANWELL CARNIVAL
June 17th 2017

Calling all Backgammoners!!!
We are looking for volunteers to man our BGIE stall at Hanwell Carnival (London's oldest carnival,
established in 1898) that takes place this year on Saturday 17th June. You don't have to be a BG
champion to volunteer, so don't be shy. More hands make less work.
Just like last year, it offers us a superb opportunity to reach out to the local community letting them
know that they have a thriving club right on their doorstep. What's involved? Put simply, sitting
down playing against carnival goers teaching the game to some, or testing your wits against strong
players who were unaware about the live scene - hopefully playing in lovely sunshine.
All who volunteered last year thought it was a massive success, which is why we should return.
You don't have to spend the whole afternoon at the carnival; any small offer of your time would be
appreciated.
If you are up for helping, please contact Ben on 07974 407766 or via email at bjowen@gmail.com .

The carnival takes place in Elthorne Park, Hanwell, W7 2AD, starting at 12pm and finishes at 6pm. Each
year about 10,000+ people attend.

Thank you in advance for your support.
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Backgammon in Holland Park

Now that the summer is within sniffing distance what can be better than a game of Backgammon? A
game of Backgammon in the great outdoors of course!

A superbly organised afternoon, Backgammon in the park is returning on Sunday 23rd April and every
two weeks thereafter. Tournaments start from 2pm and players of every level will be welcomed.

Where: Holland Park, Ilchester Place, London W8 6LU, Terrace Cafe inside the park)
When: 3rd April 7th May 21st May 4th June 18th June 2nd July
23rd July 6th August 20th August 3rd September
17th September 1st October

For further details please go to www.bgip.co.uk
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BGIE RESULTS

Bowls Club
2 March

T1: Len Brown
T2: Peter Bennet & Eric Maillebiau
T3: Petar Vidovic
T4: Mardi Ohannessian

9 March

T1: Mike Michaels
T2: Darren Woodcock

16 March

T1: Mardi Ohannessian
T2: Joseph Sarkis
T3: Mike Ireland

23 March

T1: Eric Maillebiau
T2: Mardi Ohannessian
T3: Mike Ireland
T4: Mike Michaels

30 March

T1: Mardi Ohannessian
T2: Darren Woodcock

The Grange
6 March

T1: Lawrence Powell
T2: Graham Read
T3: Ray Mills
T4: Mardi Ohannessian & Bob Young

3 April

T1: Darren Woodcock
T2: Mike Ireland
T3: Steve Carder
T4: Paul Mortimer
T5: Chris Hamilton
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Ealing Results Analysis
by Eric Maillebiau
March has been a wonderful month for Mardi O’Hannessian, who built a massive lead at the top with
a superb total of 17 wins out of 22 matches. His closest challengers, Chris Hamilton and Paul
Mortimer, have indeed been relegated almost 90pts behind him. There are still 9 months to go in our
2017 race, yet, it already looks pretty certain that Mardi will be among the contenders for the final
prize, hats off to him!

Top 20

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Mardi Ohannessian
Chris Hamilton
Paul Mortimer
Ray Mills
Mike Michaels
Eric Maillebiau
Len Brown
Sean Clennell
Jon Barnes
Steve John

1735.2
1647.7
1647.5
1633.5
1632.0
1599.5
1591.3
1584.3
1582.3
1577.9

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Darren Woodcock
Mike Ireland
Mike Murton
Petar Vidovic
Graham Read
Lawrence Powell
Richard Biddle
Peter Bennet
Iulian Chirita
Catalin Bucur

1575.6
1565.0
1562.3
1560.9
1559.8
1550.5
1549.8
1536.1
1534.3
1532.3

In terms of progression, what a mighty surprise. Our very own Darren Woodcock (or Auntie Darren
for those who appreciate his tireless work as editor cum chief correspondent cum little helper of
OFITG) claimed indeed the first spot in terms of rank progress! That cunning plan of sabotaging his
February results proves to be a winner. Mike Michaels and Len Brown also made big jumps, and are
now both in our Top 7.
Best progressions (Rank)

1
2
3

Darren Woodcock
Mike Michaels
Len Brown

+34
+28
+25

(Score)

1
2
3

Mardi Ohannessian
Mike Michaels
Darren Woodcock

+190
+149
+140

Finally, we have had a record number of 13 players joining us this year, for a grand total of 63 players
so far. A very warm welcome to all them, with our congratulations in particular to Steve John, Darius
Firouzi and Suzanne Evers who have progressed the furthest – Steve making it immediately into our
Top 10!
Best newcomers
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2
3

Steve John
Darius Firouzi
Suzanne Evers
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